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gntral Asia to gain not only the opportunity for cnlightcnin
sclves, but also the micans for enlightening others.

It is with that in mind that 1 ask you to risc with me and dﬁnlr...-t'i:"’

toast of " The Royal Central Asian Society.”

through socictics such as this, and particularly through this Socict);;i e
%c for those who are prepared to turn their minds to the problems of S5
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: ';,.N the recentdy published book by Lowell Thomas, Jun. (Out of this
S 8:World, American edition; The Greystone Press, New York, 1950), on

g th m""r.

”

L5

F%:p. 182 there appears an illustration showing Lowell Thomas, Sen.,
fopping for gifts in the Lhasa bazaar. The rest of the caption under
gthe photograph says that " the Moslem merchant is a member of the only
finority group in the country; his people have long lived in fricndship
ith the Tibetans.” )
] belicve this to be one of the rare references to Islam on the Roof of
_World ever to appear in print, most people being completcly unaware
&sthat there are Moslems in Central Tibet. Reputedly a land of lamas and
esoteric mysteries into which it would scem paradoxical and incongruous
for- Mohammedans to fit, the country over which rules the reincarnating
Dalai Lama (and into which Chinese Communist troops have now lntcly(
wrched) nevertheless does harbour quite a sizeable Musulman com-
gmanity, mainly cenured in the capital. The late Sir Charles Bell already
jaspoted that some Chinese Moslems in the Wa-pa ling quarter of Lhasa
eRidiac as butchers for the Buddhist population, wgich, for religious reasons
: 33 -;;qlrhough meat is caien frecly by all—is reluctant to take animal life
G &(The People of T:bet, by Sir Charles Bell; Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1928,
ot l';), and Dr. G. Tucdi, in 2 recent article of his (* The Tombs of the
(¥Tideran Kings," Royal Central Asian [Journal, Vol. XXXIX, Part 1,
Zxlanuary, 1952, p. 43), flectingly alludes to a meeting with Lhasa Moslems
i the Yarlung valley of South-east Tibet.*
=3The Moslem community constitutes the only group in the country
SZeawbvhich is of another religion than the local people, who, otherwisc,
...,*:‘:‘% S¥Sare krown for their devotion to their faith and for the saspicion and
4

.~

t‘i‘?f;“*
ieven hostlity with which they look upon everyone who is not a nang-pa
Z2(an * insider,” as opposed to outsiders—t.e., unbclicvers). Yet, as Lowell

Hhomas, Jun., has remarked, they are on an excellent footing with the

"

long time.

=52 Ever since [ have been studying Tibetan society (I began with a trip
“Western Tibet in 1938), I have taken an interest in these people.
uring my present stay in Kalimpong, West Bengal, as a participant in
e Third Danish Expedition to Central Asia, I have been fortunate in
Zobaaining some further information concerning them. Of course, had
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{oslems, who actually scem to have been established among them for a
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the expediton been allowed into Tibet in 1950 as had been requested,
more cermainly would have been gathered. The Government of India, .
however, prevented it from crossing: the frontier, even as far as Gyantse, :
the Indian trade mart to which, in accordance with Treaty rights, they |
normally arc entitled to issuc passcs on their own authority, and I have
_had to content mysclf of necessity with the little which 1 have been -
able to collect outside. ' g
Although my notes are very incomplete, I am publishing them here -
in the form of a short article, because it appears to me that the existence
. of this licle-known, remote Islamic community is one of the picturesque
features of a land, which, in the present circumstances of its change of
fortuncs, is destined to lose many of its former peculiarities, and that it -
4 is worth recording this onc also before it is too late.
From members of the community whom I have recently met here, 1
have heard that the Chinese Communists, on their arrival in Lhasa, have ~ 2
,dlready declared to them that there are vuT many Moslemns in China .
and that they should therefore no-longer look upon themselves as 2
minority but rather as one of the major cthnic groups of the motherland.
Although naturally flattered by this declaration, the Moslems are re- -
Eoncd to have fcle all the same, not without anxicty, that it perhaps 7
« heralds the end of a state of affairs to which they have become accustomed - %3
and which they at heart cherish—namely, a position of trust and aflection
within the Tibctan nation, that they really would be very loath indeed
J to give up. : i

RL Jatter, but paradoxically by two different departments, Thus, the chict
BN of the Hopa ling, known as the Ho-pa ling Pom-po, hns”thc title con- .
S ferred on him by the Deparument of Agriculture (So-naim Li-kung), while
SRS the Ka<che Pom-po, hcag of the Lhasa Ka-che, is designated by the Minis-

s try of Finance (Ts-kang Li-kung). 1 was told that the reason for this
5% curious arrangement was that the Ho-pa ling first came to Tibet from

China during wats with the latter country, and that they were prisoncrs
Y% who were handed ovet to the Department of Agriculture to be used 2s |

S bourers in the fields, while the Lhasa Kahe were traders w]‘,q cver since

25 the very beginning ransacted business \\:ith the Ministry of Finance. My

37 informants (whose identity 1 shall refrain from giving, in case it should

> cause them trouble with the present Chinese Communist autheritics in

7% ] hasa) were not able to tell. me the name of the current Ho-pa ling Pom-

255 po; but I heard that that of the Ka<hc Pom-po of today is Hajji Abdul |

Kadir (in its Tibetan version: Hadji Kadila). _ -

&% ~—There are no Shiah Moslems among them, they being all Sunnis,

8% (ollowers of the Hanafi tradition. In Lhasa there arc _thrcc mosc‘ucs, v

% one on the road to Dre-pung monastery at Kendang-gang linka (P): where

2T he Moslem ‘cometery is also situated (marked on P. Landon’s pian lc'--.l..

#52 of the city in his book Lhasa (Flurst and Blackett Ltd., London, 1903), as ! :

‘: Ka-je linga), one in a town called Troma Keba, ncar the mansions of
%= Kungo Kunsang Tsc (until latcly Commander in Chicf of the Tibctan

army and a signatory of the Sino-Tibetan treaty of last year), and a third

% ’:@f one serving the Ho-pa ling community, the Ho-pa ling Tna;;m’, cast of

: 2SR he town, outside the Ling Kor (surrounding city). In Shigatse there are

1. Generar Descuiption ‘%_"?:'. two mosques, and in Tsc-tan%, onc; in Lha-tsc dzong and Dn—ku;:g thcr;:

. The Moslems of Central Tibet are called Ka-che in Tibetan. The name '—;-' - arc nonc. The architectural style _Of ‘hcs?_dbu‘]dc;“}ff‘ is, 1 .“":h“ ‘:ﬂ‘c; J
is no doubt derived from Kha-chul (Khache-yul), Kashmir, from where ‘_‘:"-.;‘._-‘.Chmcsc in the case of the Ho-pa ling masjd, anul l)c(l:]ln in ':sidc “
most of them originally came. ‘ R cr;sc Both ?;}:cs have no sninarets, and the muezzin calls out 1 :

They are to be found in the following towns: Lhasa, Shigatse, Tse- ° the appointed hours. : ‘ g
tang (1K the Yarlung valley), Lha-tse gzong and Dri-kung‘g(nor!.h of = wERARE ‘Each community 1n Lhasa h‘“’_“" HHan :'“3_;_1'1“:4.t°1:;5‘:}"‘t’15:‘l:“isl;1’(":
Lhasa); by far the greater number live in the capital, Lhasa, where there = Shigatse there is only onc, as also |n'Ts§:-mng.. e !':l“ T s i' il .

v are reported to be three hundred and fifty Ka-cfc tem-ba (“steps "—i.c., gutes: Kache is callcd_l-jgbﬂ:g_'qtl_gh,. and is cighty years o_l . Al _:mnrrfw ;’(a]d:'
houses, familics). In Shigatse, the next largest centre, there are approxi- = $353 the role of mufti, as there is no onc clse to do so. The position "1 .

: ili i ta ‘enty "SI and muktar are taken by the Pom-po, cach of them being scconded by
mately one hundred and ffty familics, ancF in Tsctang, twenty, There  ESes . . e s A e
are only a few handfuls of Ka<he in the other two cities. e _-*.‘i.'four licha (assistants). 1 was warned, however, not to drs any

-

“~

o
3

While cverywhere else than in Lhasa the Moslems are called 2= -parallels with Moslem civil organization clsewhere, as in Central Tibet
,  simply by their generic appellation, in the capital they are divided into
yww  twomain grougs : the Ho-pa ling Ka-che and the Lhasa Ka-che; the latter e
— arc again subdivided into Ladak-pa (Ladakis), Sirig-pa (corrupton of = %%
Lotk Sikh? These are reputedly people who trace their ancestry back to the -
Jee-¥s-  Dogra country of Jammu) and Kashmiris, The diffierence between the
—a two §roups_is that the first one is made up of Chinese Moslems, originally =3
called Hzo-pa ling, who came to Tibet, some say, as butchers; the Chinese —*7
know them by the name of Hui-Hui, and the appellation is gaining
among the Tibetans. The other group consists exclusively of Indian.
Moslems, the majority of them (three-fourths) being genuine Kashmiris. .-
Each of the main divisions of Moslems has a chicf responsible for ..+
¥ his community to the Tibctan Government. These are appotnted by the -

e things are very different and no com arisons can really be made. [ was
g %% also told that the British authorities had often claimed t:csponSI[Jl.l“Y for

o0 the Ladakis as citizens of India in the past, thus attempting to withdraw

= them from being administered as above, which had occasionally led to

% trouble with the Tibetan Government. ] )

£ To each of the Lhasa mosques, as well as to the Shigatse and Tsc-tang

=% ones, Koranic schools are attached, which my informants variably de- v

2% scribed as madrassahs or as maktabs. The imams arc entrusted there

‘3% with the teaching of the Koran to the children, and there are indications, -

.25%3 although it is not sure, that Chinese is uscd as the medium of instruction
5250 the makish of the Ho-pa ling masjid. The Holy Korans, which are

Fall from T ~zcbably from Bihar, are of course in the original Arabic.
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ut the commentaries are in Urdu. These are interprete  childroe: 3k
i_n Tit_xtan, as they are too to the people in the m%squfsmaﬁ; e A
_ for Tibctan is the language of the Moslems of Tibet, N p?gf;'{.; =
them can speak crude Urdu or Persian.  Only the imams lmrzw 3
4 Ambic;, just sufficiently to read the Koran. s
Religious endowments (wakf), so marked 2 fea oS
society all over the world, exist also in Tibet. Those TECL::QL:IOZIT::;-— .
putedly worth some Ind. Rs. 25,000 and arc administered by 2 Commission < 284
of five fncmbcrs, three of which are clected and presided over by the Pém:'-":’r %
P assisted by the imam in his capacity of head of the maktab 'I‘h,c'; :
calendar followed normally is the Tibetan one, but for all rcligiou; obs::l‘; X
vances, the Moslem onc is naturally adhered to. Because of their life i:f";
the midst of an alicn people and religion, the Tibetan Ka<he are v e 2o
< strict followers of Islam. Every rule of the faith is scrupulously fonowg?'" 2
and those suspected of laxity are severcly dealt with. e
Means of livelihood are varied. Most indulge in trade, like x.bf" f’Qif
Buddhist Tibctans, and many a Lhasa Moslem acts as the agun?"l.' £ 3
abroad of large commercial concerns, both lay and elerical. Thus H:jii;""
ﬂGhuln{n Mohammed (known in Tibetan as Gula-ma) untl recenty Ka- T ‘33?;
'f‘h" P6m-po, was for a long time represeatative of the notorious Radeng* £
(Reting) Qomps in China, where he travelled extensively and mana "‘"
commercial offices for the monastery in Harbin, Mukden, Tien-tsin, 525
Pekin and Shanghai. He has had a difficult time Since the assassination 24233
of the former Regent of Tibet, Radeng Rimpoche, in 1947 ,: ‘
Other professions include that, of course, of butchers, of garmcnt-::f

making (hats, brocade corners for Tibetan women's aprons called Trok- 2%z

"like Buddhist Tibetan women, but when better attired they sometimes
ez iwear a black or dark-coloured hood over the head, which hangs down *
=2 behind on their back, but does not however cover their face. They are
Snot purdah, and ‘cnjoy the same outward freedom as their ordinary -
= Tibetan sisters. They have a strong say in commercial matters.
e Food taken by Tibetan Moslems is the same as that caten by the local
’:'pcoplc. They invariably nourish themselves on tsam-pa ( arched barley
e four), buttered tea, meat both dried (sha-kampa) and frcsgn (sha-l6m pa).
Thcy do not drink alcoholic beverages however, such as chang and arak, |
S but do smoke cigarettes and very long (kansa) pipes, although never *

=% Marriage as far as possible always takes tElncv.: within the Musulman

435! ommunity. For the women it is always the casc, and should onc of

“them marry outside it she will be cast out with ignominy. The man,

£3a; however, may take wives from the Buddhists, provided these first con-

o vert themselves to Islam. Because of the shortags of women, this docs

63 ake place quite frequently, Hajji Ghulam Mohammed's wife, for in-v -

% stance, having come from outside thus, some twenty years ago. Polygyny

_is very little practised; polyandry, a Tibetan custorn, naturally never; and |!

¢/ monogamy 1s casily the most usual form of marriage. Divorce, although *

% regulated as in other parts of the Moslem world, is rare, and adultery of”

¥ the wife is as severely dealt with as elsewhere should it occur, which is 4

&> however cxceptional, I am told.

= My Moslem informants complained to me that they were unfairly

= taxed in Central Tibet; more so, they said, than other Tibetans. For ¢

. - : : : £2:% each child born to the Lhasa Ka<che community they have, for instance,

. f::gi-;idzﬁopiccinﬁng .??; general imported stores mainly from India, of .2 ?f}' to pay ten Tibetan Tankhas (approx. 3 Indi:mY :lnnyas) to the Tsi-kang |
g as other Tibetans, of musical entertaining, of the running of “Zoagligg™, Likung, which they consider a discrimination against them. This was

a cinema hall (bioscope), the only one in Lhasa, and of the importi of fod g g - :
: 2 ; : B - IMporting o=e Ertlre: perhaps the only gricvance I heard them express against the Lhasa Govern-
4 E:rggcmﬁ:ll:}-’::?fsoi\cosmcm:s for ladies of the Tibetan aristocracy from g S5 ment, as otherwisc they scemed very pleased with their life in Tibet. 1:‘
it des ikhat Ariid oy bes pesclisall, but. which ; ZISTSEERT is perhaps significant that when the Tibetan Moslems had to choosc, in |
: " P » but which are no longer so Dow, = & Kalimpong, if they would return to Tibet occupied by the Chinese Com-
included the making of brocade (parching) on a much larger scale, the <2 PR, Wy 210 : ¢ ] 5 :
< srisniferute o€ el carpets [pamdary, and the importiof cono?: i s o munists and register as Tibetans with thc. Indian authoritics, or give up.
and yarn (re-cha) from India. e o Lhcsgcm-o indust.risl actig\'itia': 5 St their Tibetan cmzcnsh{p :u'!d remain in ]nfim, cvery one of them decided 4
have since been taken over by the Nepalese of Tibet, while the third bas 7255 s for the former alternative, insisting that Tibet was their home.
Fa

been monopolized by Buddhist Tibetan traders ever since the introduction 5% For the Hajj pilgrimage” to Meccca—on which many of them go—
by the British Government of India during the last war of cotton razion—'j?"‘é,' % there s a Lhasa Kache delegation 1n Bombay which helps ey

8 : . g 2~ embark for Jedda. It consists of six or scven men who are to be found
g vegulatalcin. Kalimpony; lyshe. darl sealy seestet offic of ﬂ"lg" STEE [ the Monnara Masjid, and their leader is onc Habib Ullah Nizam cd

Tibetan liaison ofhcer. T IR - .

1 : c i Ly RS = Din. At Mecca they arc treated as Indian Moslems, and make usc of

Lhog: z;h::h;o{-?bz& : = g lbcta;: 1.“3‘1“’.' men are usually identical ‘mh:‘_‘ 2% the litde Urdu they know to get on. Recently, since the last war, it scems
ans. On trek, indced, when they are acting as caravas 353 - that two Arab Hajj agents from the Hedjaz, returning from a trip 10

* men on the roads to : 1 S e s A2 SR ey Lhat | ) ) r
to and from India, they are indistinguishable from zigy 2 Sinkiang and Kansu, the aim of which was to collect funds as is the

. the picturesquely attired professional Kham o /
, am-pa mulcteers. But at heme custorn with these people when they arc in charge of a particular sct of
C' 1 b ] 5
Id-.i! :Sl’l-‘:”s)' SPOFEK:“::CI' a Sinkiang Turki skull cap, should they be = > Mecea pil~-i=¢, arrived in Lhasa from the Chang-lam &onh:m routc)
= Ll?c th - ?(r al shmir sozeni (white embroidered cap) if they belong 3 352 over Nag .im ka. They remained in the capital for some weeks, and
R asa Kache community. On official occasions, when they auesd : c ¢ the Lhasa Ka<che to accompany them back to Mecca. .
« functions of state in the Potala or elsewhere, they don turbans and Kashmir '

rsuaded somec <%
shawls, at least if they are not Hui-Huis. The women arc dressed exactly 7

g . Ghulam Anh~~ 2od and his wife were of the party, and that is how hc
5% carned the dtle o £idjji. The fact that Hedjazi Arabs were to be found :
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zaveliing in Tibet came as surprising news to me (as it will, presumably
b

© most readers too). But then, there is much more international move. - %5

ment of t_hi_s sort in the Land of the Lamas than we are led normally 1o
oclieve. Itis Westerners who find it difficult to go there, mainly because
of 2 policy of mutual exclusion dictated by the power-politics of contend-
iz nations. ‘ .
_ A word should be said finally about the Lop-chiak, or tribute caravan
Tom Kashmir, which every three years,
{r=aty of Tinmogang brtween the Tibeto-Mongols and the King of Ladakh
_ :;:5-‘:,7), makes its way to Lhasa from Leh in Ladakh over the watershed
. Iedus-Tsangpo with goods, and gifts for the cler y of Tibet. This
<ravan, corsisting of hundreds of mules and which taics over two months
© reach its destination, is the monopoly of a Moslem family of Leh, of
waich the present head is Abdullah Shah, the former Bridsh aksakal
(" white beard " in the Turki language of Sindiang, a.title designating
@ Leh, at least, the agent for t:afcrs from- Kashgar, Yarkand and
Ahokand). The latter has many relatives living in Shigatse and Lhasa,

«

so that the Lop-chiak is an occasion for members of his family to renew-

Bewr acquairtance and arrange for profitable commercial deals with them.
L caravan, which should have gone to the Tibetan capital last year

WS c_:mcclltd at the last minute, circumstances being considered inoppor:
=3¢ just now. It is to be wondered when it will be resumed again.

. L. History

I found it a very difficult task to try and establish the history of the
Moslems of Central Tibet, my informants having only very vague ideas
out the past; morcover, the J;stincdon between facts and myths appeared
@ be vsr{ siznder in their minds. Rescarch in Lhasa itself would no
Goubt yicld better results, and it remains a subject of wonder to me that
Westerners who had access to the Tibetan capital never took, as far as I
keow, any interest in this qucstion, ,

_From what [ have been able to gather to date, it would seem that,

¥i:h regard to the Lhasa Ka-che, the tradition of their origins is fivefold.
| Tae first theory is that the Great Fifth Dalai Lama applied to the Moghul

eperor of Dzlhi for advisers, and in response received a certain number
S Musulmars who sct themselves up at his Court. A sccond theory is

that the samz Fifth Dalai Lama, desirous of showing that he was the
refer of the Universe and that people from the whole world attended his
term-del (levéss), caused Moslems to® come to Lhasa in a purely re-
presentative: apacity; a Persian is supposed to have come first, others
from India fo owing afterwards, A fresco in the Potala palace is said
t represent this attendance of turbanned outsiders on ceremonious
oczzsions.

More credible versions of the carly arrival of Moslems in Cen-
tral Tibet are that they came from Bihar for trade purposes, or for
i t}:c same reasons from Kashmir through Ladakh, and from small be-
- gamngs grew into the present-da community, But the tradition the

4 Best 10 vogus and, actually, also L{:c onc.casicst to corroborate by facts,

.

? descendants of the prisoners taken by

in accordance with the andent

g .
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7 because it occurred in a none too distant tiast, is that the Lhasa Ka-che are «
¢ Tibctans when they defeated
. the armices of Zorowar Singh in Western Tibet (1841-2). '
3 In the Indian newspaper Th¢ Statesman of December 15, 1950, a Jetter
* to the cditor signed Md. Mahmud, Dacca, East Bengal, Pakistan, gives ©
yct another version. I am giving it in extenso here below :

“Sir,—As Tibet is very much in the ncws nowadays, it js his-
torically interesting to recall that she was at one time part of the
Moghul empire.

*“The Khiljis were of Turkestani origin, and the Moghuls were

groups to describe a circle found the Middle East; and they made
repeated attempts to cornplete the remaining one-third of the circle
- from India to Chinese Turkestan via Assam and Tibet. The attempts
of Bakhtyar Khilji and Mir Jumla failédd because of the difficult
jungle terrain, the heavy rainfall and the unhealthy climatc of Assam.
“ Aurangzeb visited Kashmir from June to August, 1663. On
December g, 1665, the Emperor learnt, from the despatches of Saif
Khap, Subahdar of Kashmir, that Daldal Muhamal (apparently a
misreading for Dalai Mahamuni), zamindar of greater Tibet, had
accepted Islam, that the Khutba had been read in the Emperor's
name 10 the country, imperial coins issued and a high mosque buil:
there. The Khan's troops must have marched to Tibet via Ladakh.
Yours, etc.” '

I also heard from my informants that this was not the only conquering
army to have entered Tibet from the Islamic world, During the final
i campaign of Timur (Tamerlane) in the fifteenth century, when he died on
%> his way to attempt the subjugation of China, he 1s reputed to have sent
1 2 detachment of cavalry over the Chang Thang to occupy Lhasa. [Ilis
. men got as far as Dam, just north of the Tibctan capital, where they/

similar origin. I was given to understand that one sct of these ancient
uniforms, tzken by troops in Gyantse during the 1904 expedition, is to
be seen in the Brish Museum. '

The origins of the Ho-pa ling Moslems arc even more veiled in
mystery. Quite seriously, I was told that they had come to Tibet in the
escort of the Chinese Princess whom King Srong Tsin Gam-po marricd
in the seventh century a.p.!  Another version was that they had arrived
with the Chinese Amban (envoy) who resided in Lhasa at the time of §,
the seventh Dalai Lama. The story oL this reincarnation is that the gay
and dissolute sixth *"'ai Lama, before he left on his fatcful journcy to
Pckin from which “as never to return, scnsing that he was about to

Mongol-Iranians. It used to be the ambition of warriors of thesc >l

(B

]u' .‘)

were overwhelmed by a disastrous snow-storm from which there were v Y e

-

t

" no survivors. Their panoplies, bearing well-fashioned verses of the Koran,  1zrec.
were taken by the local inhabitants, and to this day the Dzong-pén (fortress e, e
commander) of Dam wears such a panoply at the yearly festivities associ- - :M -
ated with Lo-sar (the New Year), while in Lhasa the medizval armour o Fone,
and helmets worn at the Mén-dam ccremony of the same feast are of P":“’ ’
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l=wc this carth in his present form and zssume another body when he
—=c back, left some rice in a house in which he wished to be reborn.
Sceae men from Lhasa went later to this house and, finding there a boy
w2, in a handkerchicf, held rice that boiled without being heated, pro-
cimed him Dalai Lama. The news of the return of the God King of
“Tist was communicated to the Chinese, and 2a Amban was despatched
to Lhasa, with whom came Moslems from Kansy, Yinan and Szechwan.
_ In the latter story there doces scem to be this clement of truth that
= Chinese Moslemns of Central Tibet did very probably come from
e=mitorics in the Celestial Empire where Islam had already gained a foot-
Ecld. That they are even today called Hui-Hui by the Chinese in Tibet
acpears to be 2 confirmation that they are very akin to those of their
br=hren living today in the northern parts of tfe country.

Tz Third Darish Excedition to Central Asia,
Ca=p Kalimpoag, W. Bengal, India.

Bisy, 1652

THE ASIAN FRONTIERS OF KASHMIR
Br Tue Rr. Hox. LORD BIRDWOOD, M.V.O.

-

% | THINK it is fair to say that the world of informed opinion thinks
£, | of the Kashmir problem only as an issuc between two new States
&% A of the British Commonwealth, India and Pakistan. Indeced, the
Security Council’s instructions to Dr. Graham in no way covered the
.ground outside the accepted pattern of a plan mainly concerned with
sai: the withdrawal of fival Indian and Pakistani forces and the staging of a

$4= plebiscite. The many stresses and strains within Kashmir which will
L::omc apparent when the plebiscite is held have been conveniently

¢ The main area of interest and controversy is Ladakh. Until Raja

Gulab Singh of Jammu conquered and annexed Ladakh for the Sikhs
Z over a century ago, the Ladakhis had looked to Lhasa for their spiritual
iz comfort and economic support. Politically too they were integrated with
SfER their Tibetan ncighbours. Since a.n. 400 Buddhism has flourished in
: Ladakh and Leh has been ecclesiastically subject to Lhasa. Early in
THESE the seventeenth ccnnu? a Moslem invasion of Ladakh by Baltistan, when

SEES Leh's temples were plundered and destroyed, successfully confirmed the

complete division, geographical and cthnographical, between the Balts

U

,
T Oy
BT,

“Z%2% and the Buddhists. The legacy of those events js that today Ladakh has
A2 made it clear that if there is any question of conditions demanding the
- BrS% arca to be handed to Pakistan, Lgc people would abanden both Pakistan

a d
5417
%

Hak sk

e and India and return to the ancient association with Tibet. This is the
<2 declared intention as defined by the Ladakhis’ chicf spokesman, the Lama
#5550 Bakula of the Spitok monastery. Whether or not the choice in that form
v 3g55% would ever present itself remains to be scen. The fact is that the links
-w%E5% with Tibet present sinister political problems. The hand of Communist
A %‘;,. " China now stretches over the roof of the world to the Indian frontiers.
GREiE To discover a welcome in Ladakh would be but a logical extension of
sgzss: Chinese hopes. Nor is it possible to dismiss the movement of Chincse
“ armics over high mountain passes and across barren plateaus as beyond
% the possibilities of planned strategy. The Chinese have shown that we
»_Need to revise our concepts as to where armics can move or how long
- they take in movement.

The posidon of the Buddhists in Ladakh is therefore not enviable. In
- the face of Sheikh Abdullah's agrarian reforms the monasterics retain
i . their lands precarious’. The Shushok Lama, who attends the Kashmir
=< Assembly on behal? flock of about 40,000, carcfully watches their
72> nights. He has su.  lly recruited Ladakhis for the Kashmir State
- Militia and in retu: State representative at Leh sces to it that Ladakh
.. Teceives a generouw ..arc of clothing, sugar and kerosine oil. But

241

s
bh, 3




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5

